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British, at the same time urging the Government to permit him to enter the Spanish territory at Pensacola, a place used by the British ships, where the hostile Indians and runaway negroes were being drilled and given arms to help the British, and the Governor's house a place of rendezvous for British officers, with the British flag flying over it. All this Jackson knew by the time the treaty was made. He had about him a number of friendly Indians, some of whom he had the greatest confidence in, and with the help of Colonel Hawkins, who had been with the Indians twenty-five years, he selected certain Indians who could be relied on and sent them into Florida to get information.
He had with him also his old reliable standby, Captain Gordon, who stood by him when his troops were leaving at Fort Strother, and who, when Jackson said, "If only two men will stay with me, I will stay here and die in the wilderness," stepped out and said, "General, I will stay with you."
Jackson, in addition to the friendly Indians, sent Gordon to Pensacola, who ascertained all the facts, and the friendly Indians managed to get some of the new guns, actually new British guns, which the treacherous Governor, Marequez, was giving to the Indians. One of these guns was brought back to General Jackson. He found the British were landing arms at Appalachicola to be distributed among the Indians.
As early as July 2ist he wrote to the Governor of Louisiana, giving him the information he had. He also wrote the Secretary of War:
"If the hostile Indians have taken refuge in Florida and are there fed and clothed and protected; if the British have landed large munitions of war, and are fortifying and stirring up the savages, will you only say to me, raise a few hundred militia, which can be quickly done, and with such regular force as can be conveniently collected, make a descent upon Pensacola and reduce it ? If so, I promise youtheWest India station, the fol-ncentratinged, tu besee,effectual means of populating that section of the Union.
